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***********************************************************************************************************

Greetings!  Sorry this newsletter has been so long in coming.   
And Happy Valentine’s Day!      First the old news….
Will Horwath on the 2004 Summer Field Trip

The summer field trip to Lake Tahoe provided an array of talks on issues concerning the management of soils.  On Wednesday night July 28, the dinner was attended by 18 members.  Mike Hogan of Integrated Environmental Restoration and Mark Grismer from UC Davis gave us a talk on issues concerning soils in the Lake Tahoe Basin.  The food at Bacchi's Inn was excellent. The following morning we visited Alpine Meadows Ski Resort and Mike Hogan and Mark Grismer talked on aspects of ski slope restoration and demonstrated water infiltration using an artificial rain instrument.  In the afternoon, Dale Johnson, Wally Miller and Chad Stein talked about impact of forest fires on soil biogeochemistry.  He demonstrated different nutrient capture devices using ion exchange resins and runoff water capture systems. Woody Loftis from the NRCS demonstrated a water infiltrometer device.  He discussed issues of water infiltration in the Lake Tahoe basin. The afternoon session was attended by 37 members. We had a wonderful barbecue at Pope Beach. Music was provided by Mike Hogan and Randy Southard.  On Friday morning Randy Southard a Soil Pedologist from UC Davis lead a tour up Blackwood Canyon.  Randy gave an excellent presentation on the soil formation processes at work in the Lake Tahoe Basin.  The Friday morning session was attended by 42 people. The morning tour was followed by a business meeting. Our first scholarship was given to Jennifer Anderson of Humboldt State University.

Summer Business Meeting Notes:

California Forest Soils Council Business Meeting

August 30, 2004

Lake Tahoe, CA

In attendence:

Will Horwath, vice chair and presiding

Dave Young, secretary and vice chair elect

Alice Ratcliff, secretary

Denise Downie, secretary and treasurer elect

Attendees of the summer field meeting

Treasurer’s Report:

Will Horwath reported that there is a balance of approximately $7000 in savings.  Will noted that this is not very much considering the cost of putting on the winter meeting is $7-10,000.

Business:

Scholarship awarded:

CFSC scholarship was presented to Jennifer Anderson by Don Hauxwell.  Jennifer is a junior at Humbolt State University.  She was awarded the scholarship based on her excellent GPA, outstanding essay and her interests and goals.  The $500 award and certificate is to be sent to her later.

Scholarship award change suggestion and discussion:

Don Hauxwell suggested the scholarship award be raised to $1000.

A concern was raised that this might deplete our funds too much.

Suggestions for keeping our funds from being depleted included: encouraging members to pay-up on dues, putting off raising the scholarship award for when more dues are paid, raise dues to $10 but keep student dues at $5, and reduce the award if our reserves get too low.

Motions and votes:

1.  A motion to raise the scholarship award to $1000 was made, seconded and accepted by the group.

2.  A motion to raise general members dues to $10 but keep student dues at $5 was raised, seconded and accepted by the group.

Nominations:

Nominations for vice chair elect were called for.  None were accepted. 

Winter meeting:

Themes for the winter meeting were discussed.  The two ideas put forth were wet land or riparian soils and soil carbon sequestration.  

Changes in officers and committees: 

Will Horwath became president.

Dave Young became vice president.

Denise Downie became secretary and treasurer.

Don Hauxwell retired from the scholarship committee.

Brent Roath volunteered to chair the scholarship committee.

Emily Moghaddas volunteered to help with outreach for the scholarship committee.

Minutes respectfully submitted by

Alice W. Ratcliff

Winter Meeting

Pushing the seasonal concept, we are planning a “winter” meeting in late April.  Place and exact dates to be arranged.  Forest Riparian issues will be the theme.  If you would like to present, or know of someone who would like to present, or have ideas, please let one of the officers know; contact information is listed at the top of the newsletter.
New Member
Please join me in welcoming new member Alaina Frazier – NRCS Soil Scientist from Arcata !
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      Coming Soon……


More information on the April 2005 meeting


Treasurer’s Report


Membership dues status
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